
At United Way, we believe everyone in central Ohio deserves the 
opportunity to thrive. We mobilize the caring power of everyday 
people to create transformational change through Success by Third 

Grade for children who have so much potential but face nonacademic 
barriers to learning such as food insecurity and summer learning loss.

When we strengthen families by helping them access resources, we 
also open up opportunities for their children to be better prepared to 

learn and succeed in school. These young learners are tomorrow’s leaders 
and innovators.

United is the Way to build a  
stronger future for our community. 
Through Success by Third Grade, United Way of 
Central Ohio has joined forces with corporations, 
school districts, nonprofits, government entities, and 
individual donors and volunteers to ensure every 
child in Franklin County is on a pathway to success by 
the time they leave third grade.

Why third grade?  
Until third grade, children are learning to read. After third 
grade, they need to be reading to learn. If this transition  
is not made by fourth grade, then a child’s future is in 
jeopardy. Children who are proficient readers by fourth 
grade are more likely to continue to succeed in school  
and more likely to graduate high school on time.

Your gift to our Community Response Fund  
stays local to benefit central Ohio today and strengthen  
it for tomorrow by ensuring more children succeed in 
school and in life.

SUCCESS  
BY THIRD GRADE

When students have the opportunities and 
resources they need, there’s no limit to what 
they can achieve. But somewhere in our 
community: 

••  	 A working parent is looking for a way to make this 
week’s paycheck cover the cost of groceries, housing 
and health care. 

••   	A single mom is trying to keep her job and pay for the 
high cost of child care.

••   	A child is struggling to stay focused in class because 
he didn’t have a nutritious breakfast.

But they’re not alone. Together with our community-
serving partners and supporters like you, United Way of 
Central Ohio is working toward a community where every 
family can thrive and children have access to nutritious 
food, caring mentors and safe places to play and learn.

UNITED IS THE WAY  
TO PUT MORE CHILDREN  
ON A PATHWAY TO SUCCESS.

our donors and volunteers joined us to provide:

11.5+ million meals  
to families facing food insecurity

400,000+ nights of shelter  
for neighbors experiencing a housing crisis

22,000+ students with  
Out of School Time programs  

and enrichment opportunities

In 2024,



A child who misses breakfast or is worried about whether  
he’ll have dinner at home often feels too tired or irritable  
at school to pay attention and focus on learning.
That’s why United Way invests in local nonprofit  
partners such as Feed The Kids Columbus that 
strengthen families and ensure their children have 
access to nutritional meals and snacks so they can  
learn and grow. 
Through Feed The Kids Columbus, children  
at Asbury Elementary School in the Groveport  
Madison Local School District and other schools  
in our Success by Third Grade participating districts 
receive snacks during the school day and food bags  
to take home during weekends and breaks. 

ZaNia’s smile lit up her face when she talked about spending 
her summer days at Freedom School on the South Side of 
Columbus. When asked how she feels about the program she’s 
been involved in since kindergarten, she said without hesitation,  
“I love Freedom School, because it makes me feel like I belong 
here. I belong here and it makes me feel happy and proud  
for who I am.”
United Way supports numerous high-quality Out of School 
Time programs such as Children’s Defense Fund (CDF) Freedom 
Schools, provided by our nonprofit partner Community 

Development for All People’s (CD4AP). For ZaNia and hundreds 
of other children, these important programs are educational 

spaces where they can play, learn and feel celebrated.

614.227.2700 
liveunitedcentralohio.org

$3 PER 
WEEK

supports two local children by 
providing them with a furnished 

bedroom for a restful night’s sleep 
and safe place to call home.

provides a year of 
classroom supplies 
for two preschool 

classrooms.

$20 PER 
WEEK$5 PER 

WEEK

provides a child with six 
weeks of after-school 

tutoring.

covers summer 
programming fees for 

five children. 

$10 PER 
WEEK

YOUR GIFT CHANGES LIVES.

Give to our Community Response Fund  
through your workplace giving campaign or online at 
liveunitedcentralohio.org/donate.

See the impact of your gift by texting UWCO to 26989 and 
following us on social media.

Get involved and meet others who share your passion  
for a stronger community.  

Learn more at liveunitedcentralohio.org/leadership/leadersunited.

UNITED IS THE WAY  
TO BUILD A STRONGER,  
MORE RESILIENT CENTRAL OHIO.


